
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

2/3/16 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   The Farm/541 Walnut Street:  
Mr. Hurley reported that he had forwarded the latest revised plans to engineer, Nicolas Lanney, 

for his final review for content and compliance.  It was noted that there has been several changes 

since Mr. Lanney previously reviewed the plans.  No action will be taken until the Board 

receives notice that all of the issues have been resolved.  It was also noted that no approval letter 

has been received from the Board of Health for the septic system. Mr. Hurley reminded the 

Board that they had agreed to a continuation of the public hearing up through February 29, 2016.  

The revised plans and email correspondence were placed on file. Larry Silva of Silva 

Engineering Associates is expected to attend the next meeting on February 17, 2016. 

 

2.   Pearl Road:   
It was noted for the record that no easement documents or Certificate of Compliance have been 

received for this subdivision.  Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that the Conservation Commission 

had requested that no approval of the As-built plan be rendered until such time as the septic 

system and road construction have been approved, and a COC has been issued by the 

Commission.  Larry Silva of Silva Engineering Associates is expected to attend the next meeting 

on February 17, 2016. 

 

3.   FY17 Budget: 
The FY17 Budget was reviewed for the clerical line item.  The Board voted to approve the 

budget at the last meeting however it was noted that clerical line item did not include the 

contracted increase as of July 1, 2016.  It was also noted that this budget total includes an 

estimate of eleven (11) hours per week based on the increase in hours that were worked last year. 

  

A Motion (HA) was made to reaffirm the vote taken at the last meeting and to approve the final 

figures for the FY 17 budget as follows: 
 

 Elected Officials            0  

 Clerical Salaries    $17,364 

 Longevity            479 

 Engineering Services       1,000 

 Advertising           600 

 Postage            600 

 Office Supplies           650 

 Travel         1,500 

 Dues & Meetings           100     

        Total: $22,293 
 

Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous. 
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The Board also received their schedule to meet with the Board of Selectmen and Finance 

Committee to review the proposed budget.  They will meet on March 2nd with the Selectmen at 

8:30 p.m. and the Finance Committee on March 3rd at 9:05 p.m.  Mr. Hurley agreed to represent 

the Board at both meetings. 

 

4.   Cyr Street/Land Gift: 
Mr. Hurley reported that the White Family/406 Pine Street Revocable Trust has generously 

agreed to donate a parcel of land abutting the Cyr Street one (1) Lot subdivision (Victoria Lane) 

that was recently approved by the Board.  The land that is being donated abuts the Town's Water 

Department and will be used to ensure protection of the wells in that area.  The Lot (Parcel A) 

consists of One Hundred and Sixty Six Thousand, Nine Hundred and Four (166,904) square           

feet.  A copy of the proposed deed was reviewed. Mr. Hurley stated that it has been sent to Town 

Council, David Gay, for his review. 

 

5.   Town Report: 
Mr. Stetson submitted the 2015 annual Town Report for review.  The Board thanked Mr. Stetson 

for once again preparing the report as he has done for many years.     

 

A Motion (HA) was made to submit the 2015 annual Town Report as presented to the Board of 

Selectmen.  Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous. 

 

6.   Middle/Senior High School: 
Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that they would soon be reviewing a site plan for the installation 

of bleachers, lighting, sanitary facilities and a concession stand to be located at the new high 

school fields.  It was noted that when the last set of hearings were held for the special permit, Mr. 

Hurley and Mr. Anderson had submitted letters to the Town Clerk on the advice of Town 

Counsel, David Gay, regarding the appearance of  a possible conflict of interest with reviewing 

and voting on the plans as they are both abutters to the property.  Mr. Hurley stated that it came 

under the umbrella of the Rules of Necessity because in order to approve the special permit there 

needed to be a vote of four (4) out of the five (5) members.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated that when the new plans are submitted they will be for site plan review so only 

a simple majority would be necessary. The Board reviewed Town Counsel's recommendation for 

the last hearings.  Mr. Anderson questioned whether they would be able to sit in on the meeting 

and ask questions, and just not be allowed to vote.  Mr. Hurley stated that they would have to 

leave the meeting during the discussion and would not be allowed to vote.  Mr. Hurley and Mr. 

Anderson agreed that they can still act in a fair and objective manner and the fact that they are 

abutters to the site will not adversely impact their decision either in favor or against the site plan.  

Mr. Hurley stated that he would approach Town Counsel and get a ruling to ensure that there 

would be no conflict.  

         continued: 
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7.   Market Basket:  
Mr. Stetson stated that he saw that new lights were installed at the Market Basket on Route 106.  

He noted that it makes this area a little easier to navigate.  Mr. Hurley stated that they had put in 

ground sensors, and reconfigured the traffic lights and it seems to be a lot better now.   

 

8.   Town Center:  
Mr. Stetson noted that he saw that another light had been installed in the Center of Town and it 

appeared to make things a little smoother for the vehicle traffic, even though there are still 

concerns with vehicles staying in their own lane as they try to get where they need to go.   

 

Mr. Anderson stated that he did not think the paving was very good in the center, and that there 

appeared to be a “lip” where it connects with the older pavement.  Mr. Noyes stated that this is so 

when they have to pave it in again in ten (10) years they can add an inch more tar and level it out 

then.  He stated that he agreed with Mr. Anderson that the paving is “horrible.”  He also noted 

that the center traffic is moving smoother with the timing of the light changes, but that navigating 

the traffic lanes is still a mess.  Mr. Stetson stated that they need to install signage to direct the 

traffic better.  Mr. Anderson asked whether there had been any accidents there yet.  Mr. Noyes 

stated that he was aware of one (1) accident a few weeks ago.  Mr. Stetson noted that he liked 

that a barrier wall was put up along the parking lot in the middle complex.  Mr. Hurley joked that 

this was so if anyone crossed that barrier, they would now end up on the roof instead of in the 

building.  Mr. Hurley also noted that the grading in this area wasn’t the greatest job right from 

the beginning.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that he was sure that the owner of the Donut shop was not happy with what the 

State did to his wall in front of his property. Mr. Noyes noted that he was surprised, because 

usually that would have been figured in when the renovations were designed by the State and 

incorporated into the plans.  Mr. Stetson asked if anyone knew what the donut shop was doing 

with the new vacant lot, or if any site plan has been submitted.  No one was aware of any plans as 

yet.  The Board was in agreement that any site plan should include moving the drive up window 

to make the entry lane straighter and therefore much easier for customers to access. They agreed 

that this would make it much better than it is now.      

 

9.   Copper Beech Circle/Chapter 40B proposal 
Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that Bisher Hashem was trying to get approval for the Chapter 

40B project to be located at South Elm and Scotland Streets.  He stated that Mr. Hashem had told 

the State that he had done several projects in West Bridgewater and never had any problems and 

that everyone was very happy with his work.  Mr. Hurley stated that Town Administrator, David 

Gagne, was preparing to send a letter to the State to tell them that Mr. Hashem’s claims were not 

quite accurate, especially when it came to the Green Meadow’s subdivision located off of 

Crescent Street and which includes Copper Beech Circle, Oakwood and Sycamore Lanes. 

 

         continued: 
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Mr. Hurley reminded the Board that at one time they had visited the site and compiled a “punch 

list” of the items that needed to be addressed.  He noted that Mr. Hashem has never responded to 

any of the Board’s request to make any repairs and finish up the subdivision.  Mr. Hurley 

suggested that the Board revisit the subdivision and take another look at it to determine what 

items still need to be addressed.  He suggested that they also include the Highway Department in 

the walkthrough.  Mr. Hurley stated that the Board is still holding eighteen thousand ($18,000) 

dollars in surety.  He noted that if they could get Mr. Hashem to do the work, it would cost a lot 

less than it would for the Town to do it.  Mr. Stetson stated that Phase 3 of the project went well, 

but Phases I and II were where the problems exist.  

 

After a brief discussion on the Board member’s eligibility they agreed to do the site visit on 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.  As more than two (2) members will be present the site 

visit will be posted as required under the open meeting law.      

 

10.   Copier Ink: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he had spoken with Town Administrator, David Gagne, and that they 

had agreed that the copier supplies would be paid out of the Planning Board budget and that if 

there were not sufficient funds, they could go to the Finance Committee and ask for additional 

money later on.  It was noted that four (4) cartridges would need to be ordered (1 black and 3 

color).  Once the cost of the cartridges is determined, and if within reason, Mr. Hurley will 

authorize the purchase.  Mr. Hurley suggested that the Police Department be contacted first to see 

if they have any extra cartridges left over and if they have a user’s manual for the machine. 

 

11.  Meadow Spring Drive: 
The Board noted that the deeds and conveyances for the roadway and easements for the above 

subdivision still have not been submitted, reviewed or approved for this subdivision. The last 

time the Board met with Mr. Donato he stated that his attorney, Ron Whitney, was preparing the 

deeds, conveyance documents, and roadway easements and would submit them as soon as they 

were done.  Mr. Hurley had noted that once all of the paperwork was in order, the Board would 

schedule a public hearing to release the surety. They would then forward the plans to the Board 

of Selectmen for street acceptance at the next town meeting; now sometime in 2016.  Mr. Donato 

had assured the Board that he would make sure that everything was submitted as soon as 

possible. It was noted for the record that the above documents have still not been submitted. 
          

12.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater Planning Board public hearing 1/19/16, re: site plan, Lot A Elm Street, approved. 

Easton Planning & Zoning public hearing 12/14/15, re: special permit, 305 Purchase St., granted. 

Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition conference information. 

OCPC invitation to participate in the Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee. 

OCPC minutes of 12/2/15 and agenda for 1/27/16. 

Plymouth County Registry of Deeds request for signatures.  (As there have been no changes  

        since the last time, no action is necessary) 

 

         continued: 
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13.  A Motion was made to pay Allegra Print for two (2) ink stamps at a cost of $49.00 each for              

       a total of $98.00.  Second (GS).  Vote: Unanimous. 

 

14.  A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 2/2/16.    

       Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

15.  The minutes of 1/20/16 were accepted and filed. 

  

16.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


